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The  National  Scrip  Collectors  Association  was  officially  organized  on  October  21, 
1972  in  Fayetteville  WV.  The  objectives  and  purposes  of  the  organization  are  to  promote  the  collec¬ 
tion  of  coal  company  scrip  and  related  tokens,  to  cultivate  good  relations  between  collectors  of  scrip 
tokens,  and  to  encourage  the  study  and  research  of  the  history  of  coal  mining  companies  as  it  relates 
to  the  usage  of  scrip  tokens. 

In  the  late  1970’s  the  scope  of  the  NCSA  was  broadened  to  include  tokens  from  other  indus¬ 
tries;  including  lumber,  phosphate,  hard  rock,  limestone,  copper,  gold  &  silver,  brick  &  clay,  cotton 
&  textile,  paper,  iron  &  steel,  agricultural,  and  others. 

The  first  issue  of  Scrip  Talk  was  published  in  1965,  and  it  continues  today  as  the  official 
newsletter  for  members  of  the  NSCA.  It  exists  not  only  as  a  source  of  information  for  its  members, 
but  as  a  forum  where  they  can  share  items  of  interest.  Please  feel  free  to  submit  or  suggest  articles 
for  future  publication. 


2006  NSCA  Officers 

Steve  Cawood  *  President  344  I  ennessee  Ave  Pineville  KY  40977 
John  Podgursky  •  Vice-President  24  Hemlock  Lane  Ellysburg,  PA  47112 
James  Singleton  •  Vice-President  POBox41  Hughston,  WV  25110 
Corkey  Snodgress  •  Vice-President  208  Bethel  Rd  Beckley,  WV  25801 
Crawford  Blakeman,  Sr.  •  Treasurer  PO  Box  536  Middlesboro,  KY  40965 
Kevin  Traube  •  Secretary  /Editor  1818  Harper  Rd  Beckley,  WV  25801 


Join  the  NSCA! 


NAME 


ADDRESS 


CITY 


STATE 


Receive  six  issues  of  Scrip  Talk,  including  information  on  the  club’s  semi-annual  scrip  shows. 
Memberships  expire  on  the  date  shown  on  the  mailing  label.  Please  review  and  renew  as  needed. 

Scrip  Talk  1818  Harper  Rd  Beckley  WV  25801  nsca@coalmemories.com 
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From  The  Club  President 

Steve  Cawood 


Fall  Show  Details 

The  upcoming  meeting  of  the  National  Scrip  Collectors  Asso¬ 
ciation  will  be  held  on  Friday,  October  20,  and  Saturday,  October  21, 
2006,  and  will  be  hosted  by  the  scrip  collectors  of  the  tri-state  area  in 
historic  Cumberland,  Tennessee,  where  the  states  of  Virginia,  Tennes¬ 
see,  and  Kentucky  converge  on  the  old  Wilderness  Road. 
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Our  banquet  on  Friday  evening  will  be  catered  by  the  highly  re- 
garded  Sue  Webb  of  Webb’s  Country  Kitchen  in  Cumberland  Gap, 
which  has  received  rave  review  in  Southern  Living  and  a  host  of 
other  media  outlets  for  its  wonderful  country  menu.  Our  fare  will  in¬ 
clude  fried  catfish  and  roast  beef  with  all  the  trimmings  served 
“boarding  house  style.”  A  local  bluegrass  band  will  provide  our  en¬ 
tertainment. 
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Our  lodging  will  be  in  the  Cumberland  Gap  Inn,  a  modem  3 1 
room  motel  in  the  old  town.  The  Inn  has  reserved  30  rooms  [your 
choice  of  a  king  or  two  doubles]  for  NSCA  member  at  a  special  rate 
of  just  $60  per  night,  taxes  included!  g^jP*8  j&F/ 
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Each  room  has  a  Jacuzzi,  cable  television,  a  small  refrigerator, 
microwave,  and  coffee  pot.  The  room  my  wife  and  I  looked  over 
compares  nicely  with  any  upscale  chain  facility.  There  are  also  two 
comfortable  bed  &  breakfasts  available  in  the  area — just  check  with 
the  inn. 

Call  the  Cumberland  Gap  Inn  directly  at  423-869-3996,  men¬ 
tion  your  affiliation  with  the  NSCA,  and  reserve  your  room  for  as 
many  nights  as  you  need. 


Continued  on  the  next  page 


Fall  Show  Details ,  Continued 


For  our  Friday  afternoon  and  evening  trading  and  all-day  Satur¬ 
day  swappin’  we  will  have  the  plush,  well-lighted  Cumberland  Gap 
Convention  Center,  located  just  across  the  street  from  the  inn  and  ex¬ 
clusively  reserved  for  our  use.  This  is  the  same  facility  where  our 
banquet  will  be  served.  An  ample  number  of  trade  tables  will  be 
available  for  $10  for  the  entire  weekend,  and  may  be  reserved  by 

calling  Crawford  Blakeman  at  606-248-3801. 
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Lunch  and  breakfast  are  available  at  Webb’s  Country  Kitchen, 
where  you  will  want  to  try  out  one  of  Sue’s  homemade  pies  or  cob¬ 
blers — they’re  wonderful.  %  S|\ 
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The  overflow  crowd  will  find  a  Holiday  Inn,  Best  Western,  and 
several  other  motels  in  Middlesboro,  Kentucky  [just  a  few  miles 
through  the  tunnel],  where  you  may  want  to  reserve  time  to  visit  the 
P-38  Lost  Squadron  exhibit  or  the  Cumberland  Gap  National  Park’s 
museum.  Civil  War  buffs  will  want  to  check  out  the  National  Park 
battle  sites,  and  the  Lincoln  Museum  at  nearby  Lincoln  Memorial 
University  in  Harrogate,  Tennessee. 

Cumberland  Gap  is  located  on  4-laned  US  25-E,  at  the  western 
terminus  of  Virginia’s  US  58,  about  an  hour  an  a  half  drive  from  Bris¬ 
tol,  or  Knoxville,  and  about  a  two  and  a  half  hour  drive  from  Lex¬ 
ington  frn  lVu  i 


Y’all  Come! 


Steve 


Thank  you  for  bidding.  Hope  you  find  something  here  that  you  need. 

JACK  CHAPMAN'S  THIRTY-DAY  SCRIP  AUCTION 


Starting  Date  8/7/06 

Ending  Date  9/7/06 

Lot  #  | Scrip  # 

Company  and  Town 

R  rating  (Condition 

Min.  bid 

Fordson  Coal  Co.  is  listed  at  Banner  Fork,  KY  (KY  151)  &  Nuttallburg,  VW  (VW  2097).  Scrip  was  used  at  both  locations 


4^ 

KY  151-D100 

Fordson  Coal  Co.  (Pictorial  Abraham  Lincoln) 

R-9/10 

very  fine 

$250.00  \ 

2 

KY  151-B500 

Fordson  Coal  Co. 

R-4/7 

very  fine 

$40.00 

3 

KY  151-BIO 

Fordson  Coal  Co. 

R-7/8 

fine 

$35.00 

/ 

KY  151-B5a 

Fordson  Coal  Co. 

R-7 

good 

$25.00 

5 

KY  151-Bla 

Fordson  Coal  Co. 

R-4 

fine 

$8.00 

6 

KY  1169-C100 

Wilson-Berger  Coal  Co.  (Grays  Knob,  KY) 

R-5 

fine 

$8.00 

7 

KY  1323-D500 

High  Splint  Coal  Co.  (High  Splint,  KY) 

R-8 

very  fine 

$40.00 

8 

KY  1323-BIOb 

High  Splint  Coal  Co.  (High  Splint,  KY) 

R-7 

fine 

$10.00 

9 

KY  1323-C5a 

High  Splint  Coal  Co.  (High  Splint,  KY) 

R-4 

fine 

$5.00 

10 

KY  609-El 0 

Pure  D.  Coal  Company,  Coalgood,  KY 

R-4 

fine 

$5.00 

11 

KY  609-E5a 

Pure  D.  Coal  Company,  Coalgood,  KY 

R-3 

fine 

$5.00 

12 

KY  1649-B1 

Kentucky  King  Coal  Co.,  Lisle,  KY 

R-6 

fine 

$20.00 

13 

KY  2929-F1 

The  Good  Coal  Co.,  Inc.,  Wallins,  KY 

R-7 

fine 

$20.00 

14 

KY  1605-J25a 

Home  Supply  Company,  Le  Junior,  KY 

R-6 

fine 

$15.00 

15 

KY  1605-C10 

Home  Supply  Company,  Le  Junior,  KY 

R-8 

fine 

$35.00 

16 

KY  3041-A500 

Jellico  Splint  Coal  Co.  (Williamsburg,  KY) 

R-4 

fine 

$10.00 

17 

KY  331-A100 

Bon  Jellico  Coal  Co.,  Bon  Jellico,  KY 

R-6 

fine 

$10.00 

18 

KY  331-A50 

Bon  Jellico  Coal  Co.,  Bon  Jellico,  KY 

R-5 

fine 

$10.00 

19 

KY  3076-A50 

Watts  Creek  Coal  Co.  (Wofford,  KY) 

R-7 

fine 

$12.00 

20 

KY  927-A10 

Emlyn  Jellico  Coal  Co.,  Emlyn,  KY 

R-8 

fine 

$35.00 

21 

KY  2457-A10 

E.G.  Wilson  &  Co.  (Roost,  KY) 

R-9 

fine 

$40.00 

22 

KY  745-A1 

Cairnes  Coal  Mining  Co.,  Davisburg,  KY 

R-7 

fine 

$10.00 

23 

KY  2793-F1 

Greasy  Creek  Coal  Co.  (Tinsley,  KY) 

R-9 

fine 

$40.00 

^24 

KY541-C5 

Blue  Diamond  Coal  Co.,  Chevrolet,  KY 

R-6 

good 

$12.00 

W25 

KY  309-01 

Blue  Diamond  Coal  Co.  (Blue  Diamond,  KY) 

R-5 

very  fine 

$8.00 

26 

KY  309-H1 

Blue  Diamond  Coal  Co.  (Blue  Diamond,  KY) 

R-4 

very  fine 

$8.00 

27 

KY  2655-B1 

The  Stearns  Lumber  Co.  1908  Stearns,  KY 

R-10 

very  fine 

$75.00 

28 

KY  181-D5 

Jameson  Coal  Co.  (Beattyville,  KY) 

R-10 

very  fine 

$75.00 

29 

KY  2245-A10 

New  Kentucky  Coal  Co.,  Pittsburg,  KY  (Pick  &  Shovel) 

R-9 

very  fine 

$45.00 

30 

KY  1617-A5 

Marian  Coal  Company,  Letcher,  KY  (Bi-metal) 

R-6 

very  fine 

$15.00 

31 

KY  1 681  -FI  0 

Black  Gold  Mining  Co.,  Lothair,  KY 

R-7 

very  fine 

$20.00 

32 

KY  1681-G1 

Black  Gold  Mining  Co.,  Lothair,  KY 

R-7 

very  fine 

$20.00 

33 

KY  1851-El 

Holt  Bros.  Mining  Co.,  McHenry,  KY 

R-8 

good 

$20.00 

34 

KY  2864-A5 

Diamond  Coal  Co.  (Upland,  KY) 

R-10 

very  fine 

$35.00 

35 

KY  837-E5 

Black  Diamond  Coal  &  Mining  Co.(Drakesboro)  (Pictorial  Coal) 

R-8 

good 

$20.00 

36 

KY  837-F10 

Black  Diamond  Coal  Mining  Co.(Drakesboro)  (Pictorial  Coal) 

R-7 

good 

$15.00 

37 

KY  837-H25 

Black  Diamond  Coal  Mining  Co.(Drakesboro)  (Pictorial  Coal) 

R-5 

fine 

$10.00 

38 

KY  1157-Fib  unlisted 

W.G.  Duncan  Coal  Co.  (Graham,  KY)  (1945  Green  Fibre) 

UL 

good 

$25.00 

39 

KY  1879-F25 

P.C.M.  Co.,  Mercer,  KY  (Counter-stamped  C.D.  Glass) 

R-7 

fine 

$15.00 

40 

KY  1879-J25 

Pacific  Coal  Mining  Co.,  Mercer,  KY  (C-stamped  C.D.  Glass) 

R-7 

fine 

$15.00 

41 

KY  856-A100 

Central  Coal  Co.,  Richmond  (Dupont,  KY)  (Miner)  (Small  Hole) 

R-8 

fine 

$25.00 

42 

KY  856-A25 

Central  Coal  Co.,  Richmond  (Dupont,  KY)  (Miner)  (Small  Hole) 

R-6 

good 

$15.00 

43 

KY  856-A5a 

Central  Coal  Co.,  Richmond  (Dupont,  KY)  (Miner)  (Small  Hole) 

R-8 

good 

$20.00 

44 

KY  856-A5b 

Central  Coal  Co.,  Richmond  (Dupont,  KY)  (Miner)  (Solid) 

R-7 

good 

$15.00 

45  KY2381-A100 

Central  Coal  Co.,  Render,  KY  (Pictorial  Miner)  (Solid) 

R-7 

good 

$15.00 

Continued  on  Next  Page 


Send  bids  to:  Jack  Chapman,  166  Chapman  Rd.,  Shady  Springs,  VW  25918  (304)  763-5048 
ifcit#  Amount  of  Bid  Lot#  Amount  of  Bid 


Lot# 

Amount  of  Bid 

Lot# 

Amount  of  Bid 

Name: 

Address: 

This  is  a  paid  advertisement. 


Thank  you  for  bidding.  Hope  you  find  something  here  that  you  need. 


JACK  CHAPMAN'S  THIRTY-DAY  SCRIP  AUCTION 

\Ending  Date  9/7/06 


Lot# 

Scrip  # 

Company  and  Town 

R  rating 

Condition 

Min.  bid 

46 

VA  2309-C100 

Pulaski  Iron  Company,  Pulaski,  VA 

R-8 

fine 

$35.00 

47 

VA  2183-B100 

The  Pulaski  Anthracite  Coal  Co.,  Parrott,  VA 

R-5 

fine 

$15.00  4 

48 

VA2183-B10 

The  Pulaski  Anthracite  Coal  Co.,  Parrott,  VA 

R-7 

fine 

$15.00 

49 

VA  1451-A10 

Jewell  Ridge  Coal  Corp.,  Jewell  Ridge,  VA 

R-5 

very  fine 

$8.00 

50 

VA  2161-A500 

Page  Pocahontas  Coal  Corp.,  Page,  WV 

R-10 

very  fine 

$85.00 

51 

VA  333-G500 

Blue  Diamond  Coal  Co.,  Bonny  Blue,  VA 

R-6 

good 

$15.00 

52 

VA  2807-G500 

Blue  Diamond  Coal  Co.,  Toms  Creek,  VA 

R-6 

good 

$15.00 

53 

VA  2807-D100 

Blue  Diamond  Coal  Co.,  Toms  Creek,  VA 

R-7 

good 

$15.00 

54 

VA  1 1 18-A100 

Corder  Coal  Co.  (Glamorgan,  VA) 

R-7 

fine 

$18.00 

55 

VA  1118-G1 

Peerless  Coal  Corporation,  Glamorgan,  VA 

R-6 

fine 

$10.00 

56 

VA  1118-15 

Peerless  Coal  Corporation,  Glamorgan,  VA 

R-9 

fine 

$25.00 

57 

VA  2089-E500 

Norton  Coal  Co.,  Norton,  VA 

R-6 

fine 

$12.00 

58 

VA  291-D500 

Gibson  Fuel  Co.  Inc.,  Blackwood,  VA 

R-7 

good 

$18.00 

59 

VA  263-C100 

Buchanan  County  Coal  Corp.,  Big  Rock,  VA 

R-5 

good 

$8.00 

60 

VA  263-B5 

Buchanan  County  Coal  Corp.,  Big  Rock,  VA 

R-7 

good 

$12.00 

61 

KS  201 1-D100 

Carney  Cherokee  Coal  Co.  1914  (Mulberry)  (Shield  w /  Arrow) 

R-9 

fine 

$250.00 

62 

OK  401-A50 

McAl ester  Coal  Mining  Co.  (Buck,  OK)  (Pictorial  of  Buck) 

R-7 

fine 

$45.00 

63 

NM  1739-A500 

Madrid  Supply  Co.,  Madrid,  NM 

R-7 

fine 

$15.00 

64 

NM  1311-AIOa 

The  Yankee  Mercantile  Co.,  Yankee,  NM  (Bi-metal) 

R-8 

fine 

$20.00 

65 

NM  1311-A5 

The  Yankee  Mercantile  Co.,  Yankee,  NM  (Bi-metal) 

R-8 

fine 

$20.00 

66 

PA  1397-A10 

Deer  Creek  Mercantile  Co.,  Indianola,  PA  (Deer  Head) 

R-8 

fine 

$35.00 

67 

PA  1397-A5 

Deer  Creek  Mercantile  Co.,  Indianola,  PA  (Deer  Head) 

R-7 

fine 

$25.00 

68 

PA  1397-A1 

Deer  Creek  Mercantile  Co.,  Indianola,  PA  (Deer  Head) 

R-6 

fine 

$15.00 

~69 

PA  1397-C5 

Deer  Creek  Mercantile  Co., Indianola, PA(Deer  Head-green  fibre) 

R-10 

fine 

$35.00 

70 

PA  1397-01 

Deer  Creek  Mercantile  Co.,  Indianola,  PA  (Deer  Head-red  fibre) 

R-10 

fine 

$35.00  4 

71 

OH  2273-A5a 

The  Powhatan  Mining  Co.,  Powhatan,  Point,  OH  (Indian  head) 

R-6 

very  fine 

$20.00  * 

72 

OH  2273-Bla 

The  Powhatan  Mining  Co.,  Powhatan,  Point,  OH  (Indian  head) 

R-7 

very  fine 

$20.00 

73 

OH  2273-Bib 

The  Powhatan  Mining  Co.,  Powhatan,  Point,  OH  (Indian  head) 

R-7 

very  fine 

$20.00 

74 

OH  2273-Blc 

The  Powhatan  Mining  Co.,  Powhatan,  Point,  OH  (Indian  head) 

R-7 

very  fine 

$20.00 

75 

OH  2273-C1 

The  Powhatan  Mininq  Co.,  Powhatan,  Point,  OH  (Indian  head) 

R-8 

very  fine 

$25.00 

76 

TN  611-BIO 

Sewanee  Fuel  &  Iron  Co.,  Coalmont,  TN 

R-6 

fine 

$12.00 

77 

TN  1 047-El  0 

Fork  Ridqe  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  Fork  Ridge,  TN 

R-10 

good 

$35.00 

78 

TN  1047-E5 

Fork  Ridqe  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  Fork  Ridge,  TN 

R-10 

good 

$35.00 

79 

TN  501-F10 

Sun  Coal  Company,  Caryville,  TN 

R-7 

very  fine 

$10.00 

80 

TN  501-F5 

Sun  Coal  Company,  Caryville,  TN 

R-7 

very  fine 

$10.00 

81 

WV  25-B25 

Pemberton  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  Affinity  Store  (Affinity,  WV) 

R-9 

fine 

$30.00 

82 

WV  25-B5a 

Pemberton  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  Affinity  Store  (Affinity,  WV) 

R-6 

fine 

$15.00 

83 

WV  2199-BIO 

Pemberton  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  Pemberton,  WV 

R-8 

fine 

$25.00 

84 

WV  2199-B5 

Pemberton  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  Pemberton,  WV 

R-8 

fine 

$25.00 

85 

WV  3085-A10 

Pemberton  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  Woodbay,  WV 

R-8 

fine 

$20.00 

86 

WV  3085-A5 

Pemberton  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  Woodbay,  WV 

R-7 

fine 

$15.00 

87 

WV  1831-BIO 

Pemberton  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  Big  Stick  Store  (McAlpine,  WV) 

R-7 

fine 

$18.00 

88 

WV  1831-B5 

Pemberton  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  Big  Stick  Store  (McAlpine,  WV) 

R-7 

fine 

$18.00 

89 

WV  P30  Exploder 

Pond  Creek,  One  Cap  (Bartley,  WV) 

D 

fine 

$15.00 

90 

WV  P56  Exploder 

Prudence  Coal  Company  (Prudence,  WV) 

E 

fine 

$20.00 

Sanri  hirfs  tn •  lark  Chapman.  166  Chapman  Rd..  Shady  Springs,  WV  25918  (304)  763-5048 
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Lot# 


Lot# 


Amount  of  Bid 

Amount  of  Bid 


Lot#_ 

Lot# 


Amount  of  Bid 


Amount  of  Bid 


Name: _ 

Address: 

City: 


State: 


,  Zip: 


This  is  a  paid  advertisement. 


ALL  COAL  &  LUMBER  SCRIP 


WEST  VIRGINIA  MERCHANTS 

TOKENS 


CIVIL  WAR  TOKENS 
POCKET  WATCHES 
WAR  RELICS 
U.S.  COINS  &  CURRENCY 


Doug  Bumgardner  -  A.N.A  #50786 

Kanawha  Coin  Shop 
712  Brawley  Walkway 
Charleston,  WV  25301 

Phone:  (304)  342-8081  Fax:  (304)  342-9401 
Web:  www.kanawhacoin.com 
E-Mail:  kcs@charterinternet.com 
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varieties  ot  script  for  Meadow  Creek  Co.  at  Crichton,  WV.  “A”  series  and  “B” 
series  are  the  same  except  for  the  metal  content.  “A”  series  is  made  of  alumi¬ 
num,  while  “B”  series  is  made  of  brass. 

My  examination  of  the  pieces  that  I  have  in  my  Greenbrier  County  Coal  Script 
Collection  shows  that  there  are  three  series.  The  aluminum  series  (WV697A)  has 
two  different  obverse  dies.  Since  I  have  not  seen  all  denominations  of  SO. 05 
through  $1.00  I  can  only  assume  that  all  denominations  exist  with  the  two  differ¬ 
ent  obverse  dies. 
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As  you  can  see,  both  obverses  have  the  same  wording,  but  the  town  name 
“Crichton”  is  in  a  straight  line  on  one  aluminum  $1.00  and  is  in  a  curved  line  on 
the  other  $1 .00.  I  also  have  both  obverses  of  the  $0.25  denomination.  My  $0.50 
is  of  the  curved  line  variety.  I  cannot  tell  if  one  variety  is  more  common  than  the 
other.  Maybe  if  script  collectors  will  report  the  varieties  that  they  have  in  their 
collections,  a  better  idea  of  the  rarity  can  be  determined. 

My  collection  of  the  brass  series  (WV697B)  consists  of  all  pieces  $0.05  through 
$1 .00  and  are  of  the  straight  line  variety.  There  are  some  minor  obverse  die  dif¬ 
ferences  between  the  straight  line  aluminum  and  the  straight  line  brass  series  of 
the  $0.05  and  $0.25.  This  suggests  that  Meadow  Creek  Coal  Company  ordered 
script  at  least  three  times  and  new  obverse  dies  had  to  be  made  each  time. 

If  any  readers  have  aluminum  Meadow  Creek  Coal  Company  Script  and  want  to 
report  them  to  me,  I  will  report  my  findings  in  a  future  article.  You  can  write  me 
at  PO  Box  65,  St.  Albans,  WV  25177. 
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WAS  SCRIP  AN  EVIL? 

Harry  M.  Caudill,  the  highly  literate  champion  of  eastern 
Kentucky  and  its  people,  writes  (in  Night  Comes  to  the  Cumberlands) : 


The  companies  brought  with  them  the  nefarious  scrip  system  and 
promptly  introduced  it  into  the  commissaries.  This  time-tested  device 
was  calculated  to  beep  the  greater  part  of  each  employee’s  wages 
safely  within  the  camp.  The  company  bought  quantities  of  aluminum 

or  brass  coin-size  discs  stamped  with  its  corporate  name  and  with 
denominations  paralleling  the  United  States  coinage,  with  the  ad¬ 
dition  of  two-dollai  and  fivc-dollar  pieces.  The  miners  were  paid  in 
cash  at  the  end  of  each  calendar  month.  Thus  the  coal  digger 
could  receive  lawful  money  only  once  every  four  weeks.  Since  he 
more  often  than  not  spent  a  large  part  of  his  wages  frivolously  as 
soon  as  they  were  received  and  was  likely  to  need  a  wide  variety  of 
groceries,  clothing,  and  other  necessities  before  the  month  expired, 
the  infrequency  of  the  paydays  imposed  a  genuine  hardship.  Here  the 
scrip  came  to  his  rescue  and  to  the  aid  of  his  employer.  The  book¬ 
keeper  reported  to  the  scrip  cashier  the  amount  of  “time"  for  which 
the  miner  had  wages  due  to  him.  Upon  request  of  the  miner  or  his 
wife,  the  “scrip  office”  would  issue  scrip  in  any  amount  up  to  the 
total  sum  of  the  wages  earned  by  the  miner  to  date.  Most  miners 
got  into  the  habit  of  living  almost  entirely  by  scrip,  and  when  they 
drew  a  few  dollars  in  “real  money”  they  hastily  spent  it  in  one  of 
the  nearby  independent  towns.  The  scrip  system  effectively  stripped 
the  miner  of  practically  all  financial  resources  and  encouraged  spend¬ 
thrift  habits  of  the  most  harmful  kind.  In  effect,  the  company  could 
turn  him  out  of  his  house  on  a  moment's  notice,  without  any  money 
in  his  pocket.  This  left  him  almost  entirely  at  the  mercy  of  the  Big 
Bosses,  and  caused  the  growth  of  an  astonishingly  effective  and  far- 
reaching  paternalism. 

Creed  R.  Horne,  a  veteran  of  forty  years  in  the  coal  min¬ 
ing  industry,  writes:  "There  was  nothing  complex  or  mysterious  in 
the  use  of  scrip*  It  was  used  as  a  convenient  credit  system"  and 
his  phrase  "convenient  credit  system"  is  an  excellent  summary  of 
scrip  as  viewed  from  its  most  favorable  angle* 

Dr*  M.  David  Orrahood  writes  that  scrip  was  a  "conven¬ 
ience"  that  "eliminated  the  trouble  and  expense  related  to  book¬ 
keeping,  while  at  the  same  time  allowing  the  customer  to  keep 
his  account  straight  with  the  merchant".  However,  Dr.  Orrahood 
notes  that  scrip  was  "subject  to  wide  abuse",  and  he  concludes: 
"This  entire  tragic  story  of  exploitation  took  place  *  *  *  against 
a  background  of  chronic  unemployment,  in  which  the  small  operators 
were  little  better  off  than  the  miners  themselves.  As  other 
fuel  producers  moved  into  the  coal  market,  these  operators  found 
themselves  completely  unable  to  compete".  Coin  World  March  24, 

1965,  p.  85. 

Reprinted  from  Scrip  by  Stuart  E  Brown 
Courtesy  of  Doug  Tolley 


N.  S.C.A.  FREE  AOS  FOR  MEMBERS 


Free  Ads  are  available  to  N. S.C.A.  members  at  no  charge.  The  only  requirements  being  that 
'ney  are  limited  to  4  lines,  one  ad  per  issue.  You  may  send  up  to  four  different  ads  in  one  mailing 
D e a d  1 1 ne^  for_  Free  Ads  is  three  weeks  after  the  postmark  of  the  current  issue  of  SCRIP 


TALK.  All  ads  received  after  the  deadline  will  be  held  for  the  following  issue.  No  ad  will  rerun 

automatically,  each  issue  will  require  a  separate  request.  Paid  ads  should  be  sent  to  SCRIP  TALK 
Editor  and  NOT  the  Free  Ad  Editor.  SEND  ALL  FREE  ADS  TO:  Steve  Ratliff,  N. S.C.A.  Free 

Ad  Editor,  1717  Saint  Marys  Bay  Drive,  Milton,  Florida  32583-7343  or  E-mail 

Steve@Ratliff.com 

{ Reminder .  A  +  at  the  end  of  your  ad  indicates  you  need  to  renew  it.) 


BUYING  SCRIP  FROM  AMIGO,  WV83  A  SERIES.  Send  price  and  description  to  Everett 
Sturgill,  P.O.  Box  282,  Wolcottville,  IN  46795 

LITCHFIELD  OR  PARIS  LOCAL  ISSUE  ILLINOIS  TAX  TOKENS  -  $43.00  each  plus  SASE. 
Leo  Schiltz,  196  Crestview  Lane,  Dyer,  IN  46311  + 

WANTED:  MAVERICK  TOKENS  WITH  STREET  ADDRESSES  OF  Charleston  Street,  Chapline 
Street,  Eoff  Street,  Quarrier  Street,  Kanawaha  Street,  and  Summers  Street  Donald  Clifford, 
P.O.  Box  65,  St.  Albans,  WV  25177-0065  email  at:  cliff635@aol.com 

BARGAINS  GALORE!  W.VA.  COAL  TOKENS  $3.00  EACH.  Good  for  tokens  $2.00  each;  Casino 

Chips  $2.00  each,  Scatter  Tags  $3.00  each.  Gene  Miller,  3306  Startan  Court  Louisville  KY 
40220  ♦ 

'NATIONAL  JUNIOR  REPUBLIC,  ANNAPOLIS  JUNCTION,  MD  SET"  -  Denominations  in¬ 
clude  1$,  5$,  25$,  50$,  and  $1.  All  dated  1899.  Listed  in  Zara's  Prison  Token  book  as  NJR- 
1,2, 3, 4, 5, 6  and  has  a  $30-$60  1992  catalogue  value.  $50.00  postpaid  (Usually  $60.00).  Steven 
Kawalec,  P.O.  Box  4281,  Clifton,  NJ  07012  + 

WANTED:  WV  SCRIP  -  NEW  KIND  ON  THE  BLOCK  -  send  list  of  Edkins  I.D.  tokens  you  have 
for  sale.  Fine  or  better  condition  only.  Include  price,  bwcok@knology.net  Billy  Campbell,  125 
Cambridge  Trail,  Madison,  AL  35758  + 

WANTED.  ANYTHING  FROM  CRAB  ORCHARD,  WV  -  683  A  Series.  Describe  and  send  price 
to:  Everett  Sturgill,  P.O.  Box  282,  Wolcottville,  IN  46795 

|  TOP  DOLLARS  PAID  FOR  CARBIDE  CAP  LAMPS,  oil  wick/lard  lamps,  blasting  cap  tin,  scatter 
tags,  and  other  small  mining  artifacts.  Contact  Larry  Click,  703-241-3748  or  email  Elarry- 
Click@aol.com  + 

FLORIDA  TOKENS  WANTED  -  Florida  tokens  of  all  types  wanted.  Send  63$  stamp  for  free 
sample  of  Florida  Token  Society's  newsletter,  TOKENEWS  and  request  free  Florida  token.  Check 
out  the  Florida  Token  Society  web  site:  http://www.steve.ratliff.com/fts/-  you  can  join  and  pay 

dues  on-line!  Steve  Ratliff,  1717  Saint  Marys  Bay  Drive,  Milton,  FL  32583-7343 
Steve@Ratl  iff .  com 


Appalachian  Scrip  Show— Buy,  Sell  Trade! 

Perry  Memorial  Methodist  Church  Shady  Spring,  WV 
Saturday,  July  29  9  a.m. — 2  p.m.  Everyone  welcome! 


